
Welcome	To	Downtown	Mesa	Az



See	Attached	– Check	here:		http://www.mesaaz.gov/home/showdocument?id=13106



Downtown	Square	Mile	1906	– Downtown	Square	Mile	today

Short	History	of	Mesa	- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozkMMcHPISc
Downtown	Profile	- http://www.mesaaz.gov/home/showdocument?id=12149



Downtown	Revitalization	– Mesa	Urban	Garden



-Google	 Inside	View
-Local	First	Arizona	Small	Wonders	
map	and	membership	 to	LFA
-Splash	page	
-Over	50	businesses	with	Google	
inside	view
-Mesa- beta	site	for	product

Downtown	Revitalization	- Celebrating	local	businesses



Benedictine	University	Adaptive	Reuse	Project	- http://mesaaz.gov/business/economic-development/business-
environment/education/benedictine-university-adaptive-reuse-project
Mesa	Education	Institutions:	 http://mesaaz.gov/business/economic-development/business-
environment/education/higher-education-institutions
How	Mesa	Became	a	College	Town:	https://youtu.be/2Wx4uLjTAZI?list=PLcrTnX9941X3Qzlwp_o1TbPbxgZHi_Fyn

Benedictine	University

• - HEAT	initiative
• - 2012	– 5	

Universities
• 3P
• $10	million	 in	

renovation
• City	Owned	

Building
• Prioritized	

classroom	
learning	&	
Brick	and	
Mortar

• Adaptive	reuse	
of	Southside	
Hospital	1920



Site	17
1980s	 26	acres	of	single	family	homes	cleared	for	Water	resort	

Developer	abandoned
2016 City	Council	exploring	New	Residential,	Public	amenities,	Pedestrian	Friendly	

Ideal	use	would	be	dense	residential	options	with	connectivity	to	Downtown

Site	profile:	http://mesaaz.gov/home/showdocument?id=11149



Bike	Audit

Walking	audit

Downtown	Revitalization	– Walking	and	Bike	Audits



Downtown	Revitalization	– Community	gathering	space



Downtown	Revitalization	- LEAP-Local	Entrepreneur	Assistance	Program



Latino	Business	consultants

Supported	by	AmtrustBank
FDIC	Money	Smart	

Downtown	Revitalization	– Technical	Assistance	/	Latino	Business	Support



Ripple

Downtown	Revitalization	– Supporting	Local	Artists	
&	Local	Events

Ripple- creative	placemaking ed with	grants,	Influx	- $3,000	
Up	at	nite 40	artists,	40	businesses,	 10	nites AZ	Commission	grant



Downtown	Revitalization	– Supporting	Local	Artists	
&	Local	Events



Nite	Market

Sliver	Lot- Developer	wants	to	active	lot
Movies	on	Main	at	the	Country	Club	
Light	Rail	Station

Downtown	Revitalization	– Supporting	Local	Artists	
&	Local	Events



Downtown	Revitalization	– Supporting	Local	Artists	&	Local	
Events



Street	pianos
22	community	
designed	pianos
For	all	to	play		

Downtown	Revitalization	– Creative	Placemaking



Downtown	Revitalization	– Creative	Placemaking



• Community	involvement

• Leveraged	Architect	and	landscape	designer	for	consistency

• $66,0000	investment	from	State	Farm

• Improved	18	storefronts	in	six	months

• Initiated	more	than	$250,000	of	investment	and	development	in	downtown	
Mesa.

Downtown	Revitalization	-Activate	the	Alleyway



Downtown	Revitalization	- Alleyway	Improvement

Before	&	After	- Paint,	entryway	signage	and	window	awnings,	lights



Three		side	by	side	businesses	participated	

Downtown	Revitalization	- Alleyway	Improvement



Paint,	pergola,	outside	seating

Roll	up	garage	door	to	expand	seating	to	outside	patio
Pergola,	patio	seating.,	mural,	entryway	upgrade

Before

Two	side	by	side	businesses

Downtown	Revitalization	- Alleyway	Improvement



Before Window	and	entryway	signage	awnings,	planter,	paint

Downtown	Revitalization	- Alleyway	Improvement

efore

Outdoor	seating,	mural	on	fence



Before/	After	- Four	side	by	side	businesses	- Paint,	signage	entryway	awnings,	planter	

Before	/	After	- Three	side	by	side	businesses	– Paint,	Mural,	New	Trash	Enclosure

Downtown	Revitalization	- Alleyway	Improvement



Encore	on	First	Ave
2013- First	development	in	Downtown	Mesa	in	26	years

More	info:	http://encoreseniorhousing.com/first/
Encore	on	1st Ave:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1SBAqHxrO8

81	units
Senior	Housing
Very	Active	
Residents



Opportunities	- Sycamore	Station

More	info:	http://azbex.com/mesa-eyes-smart-growth-community-plan/

The	proposal	by	developer	Miravista Holdings	 will	create	seven	parcels	in	a	transit-oriented	
neighborhood	 featuring	a	mix	of	multifamily,	 townhomes,	 retail,	commercial,	senior	living	
and	parking	 facilities.



Downtown	Redevelopment	- Opportunities



20	acres	on	Main	Street
Car	dealership	with	parking	garage
Purchased	by	infill	developer	2016

Downtown	Redevelopment	- Opportunities



-50	units	artists	live/work	space
-Commercial	space	on	1st floor
-Art	organizations	 target	for	
Commercial	space
-Public	common	space	

Downtown	Redevelopment	- Opportunities



Video	Links	
2nd	Friday	Night	Out	- Downtown	Mesa

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JG
XAg7jGj1Q

Motorcycles	On	Main	- Downtown	
Mesa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M
GC6TUPg6jk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xO
YHm2ADP5Q

Mesa	Artspace Lofts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zq
uPNibJ0zI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Px
ypN2wDDoA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xu
YMGNGfqkM

MAC	Artist	Cooperative	@	the	Mesa	
Arts	Center
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rG
-ozJzfQUU

Downtown	Mesa	- Then,	Now,	
and	in	the	Future
https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=ozkMMcHPISc

Why	NEDCO	was	created
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=x-kg7iRrwW8

Taste	of	Downtown	Mesa	
Restaurants
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=W1MK4cihQJU

Downtown	Mesa	Restaurants	- 14+	
Original	Restaurants
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=sYYkH2R2K6o



Video	links	about	Programs
NEDCO	2011-2012	Year	in	Review
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T2wg_Kb-CIY

NEDCO	2012-2013	Year	in	Review
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3KKy6IADsI

NEDCO	and	Bank	of	America
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w8KPemCP-Yg

Encore	on	1st Ave
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1SBAqHxrO8


